[Arterial rigidity in patients with systemic scleroderma with or without pulmonary hypertension].
Arterial rigidity was measured in 34 in patients aged above 40 yr with systemic scleroderma with or without pulmonary hypertension. Exclusion criteria were signs of coronary heart disease, atherosclerosis of peripheral vessels and other severe chronic diseases in the phase of exacerbation. Control group included 28 healthy age and sex-matched volunteers. It was shown that systemic scleroderma was associated with abnormal mechanical properties of arterial vasculature especially well apparent in case of pulmonary hypertension.